R317. Environnmental Quality, Water Quality
R317-11. Certification Required to Design, Inspect and Maintain
Under ground Wast ewat er Di sposal Systens, or Conduct Percol ati on and
Soi|l Tests for Underground WAstewater Disposal Systens.
R317-11-1. Scope.

These certification rules apply to any person who designs,
i nspects, or maintains underground wast ewat er di sposal systens, or
who conducts percolation tests or soil evaluations for underground
wast ewat er di sposal systenms. A certification is required by any
person who perforns these activities as provided bel ow

R317-11-2. Definitions.

2.1. "Aternative onsite wastewater systeni neans a systemfor
treatnent and di sposal of domestic wastewater or wastes which
consists of a building sewer, a septic tank or other sewage treatnent
or storage unit, and a disposal facility or nethod which is not a
conventional system but not including a surface discharge to the
waters of the state.

2.2. “Board” nmeans the U ah Water Quality Board.

2.3. “Certificate” nmeans a certificate issued by the Division
stating that the recipient has nmet the mninmumrequirenents to be
certified as described in this rule.

2.4. "Conventional systent nmeans an onsite wastewater system
whi ch consists of a building sewer, a septic tank, and an absorption
system consi sting of a standard trench, a shallow trench with capping
fill, a chanbered trench, a deep wall trench, a seepage pit, or an
absor pti on bed.

2.5. “Division” nmeans the Uah Division of Water Quality.

2.6. “Executive Secretary” neans the Executive Secretary of
the Utah Water Quality Board.

2.7. “Training Center” neans the Utah On-site Wastewater
Treat nent Training Center which has been designated by the D vision
of Water Quality for training and adm nistration of exam nations for
certification of persons who design, inspect, maintain, or conduct
soil and percol ation tests for underground wastewater disposal

syst ens.
2.8. “Underground Wast ewater Di sposal Systeni neans a system
for underground di sposal of domestic wastewater. It usually consists

of a building sewer, a septic tank, and an absorption system It
i ncl udes onsite wastewater systens and | arge underground wast ewat er
di sposal systens.

R317-11-3. dasses of Certification.
3.1 There are three classes of certification:
A. Level 1, soil evaluations and percol ation testing;
B. Level 2, design, inspection and maintenance of

conventi onal underground wast ewat er di sposal systens; and
C. Level 3, design, inspection and naintenance of alternative

under ground wast ewat er di sposal systens.
3.2. Certification at any level also requires certification



for all |ower |evels.

R317-11-4. Individuals Not Required to Cbtain Certification

4.1. An individual is not required to obtain certification to
mai nt ai n an under ground wast ewat er di sposal systemthat serves a
nonconmerci al, private residence owned by the individual or a nenber
of the individual’s famly and in which the individual or a menber of
the individuals famly resides or an enpl oyee of the individua
resi des wthout paynent of rent.

4.2. An uncertified individual may conduct percol ation or soi
tests for an underground wastewat er di sposal systemthat serves a
nonconmmerci al, private residence owed by the individual and in which
t he individual resides or intends to reside, or which is intended for
use by an enpl oyee of the individual wthout paynent of rent, if the
i ndi vi dual

A. Has the capability of properly conducting the tests, as
determ ned by the local health departnent and

B. |Is supervised by a certified individual when conducting the
tests.

4.3. A person involved in the punping of an underground
wast ewat er di sposal system does not have to be certified under this
rul e, although licensing by the local health departnent is required
under R317-550.

4.4. Licensed plunbers and el ectricians, when maintaining
el ectrical equi pnment or wastewater drainage |lines |eading to the
under ground wast ewat er di sposal systens are not required to be
certified under this rule.

4.5. Uncertified enpl oyees, subordi nates or associates of a
certified individual are not required to be certified under this rule
when working on activities related to underground wastewater di sposal
systens under the supervision of a certified individual. Supervision
nmeans that a certified individual is personally responsible for the
wor k, and reviews, corrects and approves work done by an uncertified
enpl oyee, subordinate or associate. Such work nust be signed by a
certified individual.

R317-11-5. Qualifications for Certification.
5.1. Soil Evaluation and Percol ation Testing. In order to be

certified, a person mnust:
A. Attend a training course provided by the Training Center

specifically for the purposes of certification;

B. Successfully pass an exam nation to be given at the
concl usi on of the training course.

5.2. Design, Inspection and M ntenance of Conventiona
Systens. In order to be certified, a person nust:

A. Attend a training course provided by the Training Center
specifically for the purposes of certification;

B. Successfully pass an exam nation to be given at the
conclusion of the training course.

C. Be certified for soil evaluation and percol ati on testing.



5.3. Design, Inspection and Mai ntenance of Alternative
Systens. In order to be certified, a person nust:

A. Attend training courses for both conventional and
alternative systens, provided by the Training Center specifically for
t he purposes of certification.

B. Successfully pass an exam nation to be given at the
concl usi on of the training course.

C. Be certified for soil evaluation and percol ation testing,
and certified for design, inspection and mai ntenance of conventi onal
syst ens

5.4. An environnmental health scientist |icensed under Title
58, Chapter 20a, Environmental Health Scientist Act, who has at | east
one year of experience in soils evaluation and percolation testing,
and/ or the design, inspection and nai ntenance of underground
wast ewat er di sposal systens, is qualified [eertif+ed] by rule and is
not required to obtain the training or be tested as required in this
section. Evidence of experience appropriate to the class of
certification nmust be provided to the Division or other entity as
designated by the Division. After July 1, 2003, the required
experience nmust be under the supervision of a person certified under
this program

5.5. A professional engineer |licensed under Title 58, Chapter
22, Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Licensing
Act, who has received education or experience related to soils
eval uati on and percolation testing, and/or the design, inspection and
mai nt enance of wastewater disposal systens, is qualified [eertiiied]
by rule and is not required to obtain the training or be tested as
required in this section. Evidence of education appropriate to the
class of certification nust be provided to the Division or other
entity as designated by the Division.

5.6. A licensed contractor, who has five or nore years of
experience installing underground wast ewater di sposal systens,

i ncluding perform ng soils evaluations and percol ation tests, and/or
t he design, inspection and maintenance of underground wastewater

di sposal systens, is qualified [eert+f+ed] by rule and is not
required to obtain the training or be tested as required in this
section. Evidence of experience appropriate to the class of
certification nmust be provided to the Division or other entity as
desi gnated by the Division.

R317-11-6. Application for Certification.

6.1. In order to be certified by training and exam nation, a
person nmust register for a training course with the Training Center.
Upon successful conpletion of the training and testing, the person
must submit an application to the Division of Water Quality on forns
provided by the Division, along with paynment of applicable fees.

6.2. In order to be certified when qualified by rule, a person
must subnit an application to the Division of Water Quality, on forns
provi ded by he Division, along with paynment of applicable fees.




R317-11-7. Training and Exam nati ons.

Training will be provided by the Training Center. Exam nations
will be given at the conclusion of each training session. Training
will be provided at |east tw ce per year, but rmay be given nore often
dependi ng on the need. Persons who have received training fromthe
USU Training Center since January 1, 1999, will not be required to
repeat such training. However, they still nust take and pass the
exam nation at the tinmes and places designated by the Training
Center.

R317-11-8. Certificates.

8.1. For those required to be trained and tested in order to
be certified, certificates will be issued by the Division upon
recei vi ng [ pret+-H-eat+on—fromthe—Tratning—Center] application
includi ng evidence that the person has received the required training
and successfully passed the exam nation. [NetiH-eatien—shall—inelude

a—copy—oftheappHecationtor—ecertifHication—+results—of testing—and
I . ey I hl

-]
8.2. For those who are gualified [eert+f+ed] by rule based on
i censing, education, and/or experience, a certificate will be issued

by the Division upon receipt of the application and evidence that the
requi rements of R317-11-5 above have been net.

R317-11-9. Renewal of Certification.

9.1. For those certified at Level 1 for soils evaluation and
percol ation testing, or Level 2 for design, inspection and
mai nt enance of conventional underground wast ewat er di sposal systens,
certification will be valid for a period of five years fromthe date
of issuance of a certificate under R317-11-8 above. For those
certified at Level 3 for design, inspection and mai ntenance of
alternative underground wastewater disposal systens, certification
wll be valid for a period of two years fromthe date of issuance of
a certificate under R317-11-8 above. Certificate renewal will be
required of those certified based on training/testing and those
certified based on |licensing, education and/or experience. Renewal
of a certificate may be obtai ned by:

A.  Making application to the Division along with paynment of
appl i cabl e fees, and

B. Show ng evidence of successfully conpleting a refresher
course as provided by the Training Center, or other training approved
by the Division of Water Quality.

R317-11-10. Appeals.

Any person may request a hearing before the Board of an action
or decision by the Training Center or the Division affecting that
person. The person nust file the appeal within 30 days of the
Division’s decision. The hearing will be at a tine and | ocati on set
by the Board. All appeals should be subnmitted to: Executive
Secretary of the Water Quality Board, Division of Water Quality,
Departnent of Environmental Quality, State of Utah, Salt Lake City,



UT 84114-4870.

R317-11-11. Suspension or Revocation of Certification.

11.1. An individual may have his certificate suspended or
revoked based on the grounds listed in subparagraph 11.2. Prior to
suspensi on or revocation of a certification, the individual shall be
informed in witing of the reasons the Executive Secretary is
consi deri ng such action and shall be allowed the opportunity to
submt a response prior to the Executive Secretary making a deci sion.

11.2. Gounds for suspending or revoking certification may be
any of the follow ng:

A. Denonstrated disregard for the public health and safety;

B. Msrepresentation or falsification of information or
reports submtted to the Division,

C. Cheating on a certification exam

D. Falsely obtaining or altering a certificate; or

E. Inconpetence, m sconduct or gross negligence in the
performance of work done pursuant to the certification.

11.3. Suspension or revocation may result where it is shown
that the circunstances and events relative to the work done pursuant
to the certification were under the individual’s jurisdiction and
control. G rcunstances beyond the control of an individual shall not
be grounds for a suspension or revocation action.

11.4. Any suspension or revocation decision by the D vision
may be appealed to the Board. Witten request for a hearing before
the Board nust be filed with the Division within 30 days of the
deci si on.

R317-11-12. Certification Requirements and Effective Dates.

After January 1, 2002, no person shall design, inspect,
mai ntai n, or conduct percolation or soil tests for an underground
wast ewat er di sposal systemwi thout first obtaining certification from
the Board. However, if a person has submtted an application to be
certified, or has registered for training at the Training Center,
prior to January 1, 2002, they are considered to be tenporarily
certified for purposes of this rule, and subject to R317-4 and any
| ocal health department requirenments, until their application is
acted upon or July 1, 2002, whichever is earlier. | f a person has
submtted an application to be certified, or has reqgistered for
training at the Training Center, after January 1, 2002 but before
July 1, 2002, they are also considered to be tenporarily certified
for purposes of this rule, and subject to R317-4 and any | ocal health
department requirenments, but only fromthe date of training
registration or submttal of the application for certification until
their application is acted upon or July 1, 2002, whichever is
earlier. In no event shall any person be considered to be certified
after July 1, 2002, unless they have successfully conpleted training
and testing, if required, and received a certification fromthe
Boar d.
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